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which   1,400  are  British.    No  doubt  many  more   will  be
discovered.

The Chalcidoidea have been monographed in Genera Insect-
orum, Fasc. 97 (1909), by 0. Schmiedeknecht. Claude
Morley has catalogued the British species, Brit. Mus. Nat.
Hist. (1910).

The economic importance of the group is considerable.
The parasitic forms are very beneficial in reducing the numbers
of caterpillars and flies. On the other hand.the Phytophagous
species are very injurious to their food-plants.

Isosoma (Harmolita) tritici forms galls at or near the joints
in wheat stems ; the larvae feed within the gall, and when
mature hibernate therein and pupate in spring.

The fig-insect, BlastopJiaga grossorum, is a very interesting
Chalcid, which is considered to be an essential factor in the                  I

development of the fig. The male is apterous, but the female
has well-developed wings. It appears that the fig-insects
breed only in the wild figs and that the males do not leave the
fruit but fertilize the females, which fly away to deposit their
eggs on other figs. The cultivated fig, however, seems to be
unsuitable for the development of the insect, but as the female
wanders about the young figs, they are fertilized by the pollen
which the BlastopJiaga has carried from the wild fig. For this
purpose, branches of wild figs containing Blastopliaga are
hung up in the orchards of cultivated figs, so that the process ..
of " caprification," as it is termed, may be accomplished.

Group V.   ICHNEUMONOIDEA
Trochanters usually divided. First abdominal segment
elbowed. Cutting edge of mandibles turned outwards,
their tips usually neither meeting nor overlapping when the
mandibles are flexed towards the mouth.
This is another large group of insects, consisting of an
enormous number of species. The constriction between, the
abdomen and the thorax is very strongly marked and the
trochanters are nearly always divided.
There are five well-defined families, viz. Ichneumonidce,
Braconidce, Evaniidce, Stephanidce, Trigonalidoe.